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Clemson University spin-off uses corn to make plastics

08/26/2004 - The Pendleton-based Clemson University spin-off company Tetramer Technologies, LLC received a $100,000 |
from the National Science Foundation to demonstrate the commercial feasibility of plastics partially derived from renewable <
Phase 11 $500,000 and two SBIR $100,000 grants received from the NSF small business program.
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This NSF grant allowed Tetramer to hire three more employees,
staff 20 full-time employees over the next five years. In addition to possible jobs for Clemson's engineering graduates, Tetrar
technical institutes.

Wagener, a 1967 Clemson graduate in physical organic chemistry, returned to South Carolina to head the company. Wagen:
venture capital experience at Dow Chemical, Stepan Co. and The ChemQuest Group Inc.

Tetramer was formed in February 2001 by professors in Clemson's Center for Optical Materials Science and Engineering Te:
development lab in the region focused on the development of new optical materials. Their research attracted more than $13
years.
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